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Ms. Jenn Felger
February 18, 2010
Page three

In Section 1.4.7, regarding support facilities, the draft LTCP references that there are
three additional airline maintenance hangers on the western edge of the airfield with
approximately 247,000 square feet for hangers, shops, and offices. The City of
Richfield would like to draw to the MAC's attention a concern with the hangers in 2007
that resulted in a reduction on noise impacts that the City would hope future users
would consider. In 2007, the City worked closely with MAC staff and the NOC io
monitor the noise impacts that were affecting residents directly west of the hangers in
Richfield. Procedures were developed with the businesses at the time to change the
way and direction in which aircraft where removed from the hangers. The changes in
operation produced no measurable noise impacts west of Cedar Avenue in Richfield
during the late night/early morning time period, thus solving operational nocise
problems. The City realizes that at the time these practices were put into place the
hangers were being used and most of the aircraft were Stage 3 hushkitted aircraft. Yet
it is hoped that when future users occupy these hangers that they consider the same
practices for aircraft operations on the west side.

Lastly, in Section 1.5.1, Figure 1-8 depicts the inventory of the wetlands within airport
property. The figure is very difficult to distinguish where the border of the City of
Richfield is located. The City would request that you revise the map to indicate that the
border of Richfield is west of Trunk Highway 77 (TH 77), but includes the Richfield
Public Works Maintenance Facility which is located east of the northbound on-ramp
onto 66th Street. And, the northern border of Richfield is from 62nd Street south, while
north of 62nd Street is the City of Minneapolis. We would like to see this area more
clearly defined as Richfield property.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed 2030 LTCP. Should
you have any questions about the comments made by the City of Richfield, please feel
free to contact Pam Dmytrenko, Assistant to the City Manager at 612-861-9708 or via
email at pdmytrenko@cityofrichfield.org.

SD:ds

Copy: Richfield Mayor and City Council
State Representative Paul Thissen, District 63A
State Representative Linda Slocum, District 63B
State Senator Kenneth Kelash, District 63
MAC Commissioner Lisa Peilen, District C
Metropolitan Council Representative Polly Bowles, District 5
Metropolitan Council Sector Representative Demse Pedersen Engen
Governor Tim Pawlenty
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Felger, Jenn

From: Paul Sabourin [paul.sabourin@gmail.com)
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2010 12:52 AM

To: Felger, Jenn

Subject: Comprehensive Plan Comments

Ms. Felger -
I'd like to make a couple of comments on the MSP Airport Comprehensive Plan Update.

I'm especially interested especially in traffic movement on Eastbound Highway S, and the
weaving problems currently resulting from the left-side entrance to and exit from Glumack
Drive to this Highway 5, especially when combined with the close spacing between
interchanges in

this area. Based on the discussion in Chapter 4 of the Comprehensive

Plan Update, and as depicted on Figure 4-12, the plan apparently envisions a major
reconstruction of this interchange, but maintains these nonstandard entrances and exits
from Highway 5.

At the present time, the left-exit from Highway 5 causes traffic flow problems. Part of
the problem here is due simply to the typical issues with left-hand exits, idrivers in the
left lane of Highway 5 changing to the center lane to avoid having to exit at the airport.
This is compounded by the numerous taxis coming from the waiting area on Post Road that

‘enter Highway 5 on the right hand side, at relatively slow speed, and then must not only

merge to the right hand traffic lane but alsoc move left another lane in order to get to
the Lindbergh terminal exit, all in a distance of about a guarter of a mile.

& similar problem exists with vehicles entering eastbound Highway 5 from Glumack Drive. A
large proporticon of the cars entering Highway 5 from the left at this point are destined
for Minneapolis wvia Highway 55. Of course, the Highway 55 exit is only just over a
quarter mile away, and is a the right-side exit from Highway 5. The large number of cars
making this lane change, including many who are apparently unfamiliar with highways in
this area and who are consulting maps or their GPS as they drive, results in regular
problems in this section of highway.

Given the projections for increased traffic at the airport contained in the draft plan, it
seems clear that if the interchange between Glumack Drive and Highway 5 is to be
completely recomstructed, I believe that MAC should use this opportunity to relocate the
exit from and entrance to eastbound Highway 5 to the right-hand side and improve traffic
flow and safety in this area.

Paul Sabourin
1917 Fairmount Ave
St. Paul, Minnesota

Minnesota Department of Transportation Road Design Manual
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/design/rdm/
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February 19, 2010

Ms. Jenn Felger

MAC Planning and Environment
6040 28" Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55450

Re: MSP LTCP Update
Dear Ms. Felger;

Thank you for the opportunity to review the draft update of the MSP Long Term
Comprehensive Plan. We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the draft
representing the Metropolitan Airports Commission’s first update since the 2010
plan was approved in 1996. We further look forward to more regularly scheduled
updates each five years as has been expressed by MAC staff in presentations to
elected officials.

The City remains concerned. however, about the integrally related issues of airport
capacity, delay and infrastructure investment. As we expressed in our October,
2009 letter forecast operational activity is expected to be 98.5% of airfield capacity
in 2030, virtually assuring a congested airport. The LTCP update projects an
average delay of 10 minutes per operation while the 2030 regional benchmark for
aircraft delay is 7.1 minutes for 2030. The LTCP projection thus is more than 40%
over the regional benchmark for 2030.

MAC’s January 15, 2010 response to the City’s initial comments states,”...the
anticipated benefits from implementing the NextGen Air Traffic Control system,
we belicve that the airficld capacity at MSP will actually increase by 2030." Our
understanding is that implementation of NextGen would, however, at best result in
possibly up to a 15% increase in capacity. If this were actually the case, MSP
would still be operating at over 85% of capacity, significantly above the threshold
of when planning should be addressing this constraint.

The 1993 MSP Capacity Enhancement Plan recommended action was to add both
new runways 17/35 and 11N/29N (now12N/30N) at “Future 2" operational levels
of 600,000 annual operations. How or why has this changed? Knowing that the
future airfield (even under fairly conservative forecasts) will be significantly
constrained, it begs the question how much additional investment should be made
in MSP. It seems prudent that the MAC knowing that this is going to be an issue
within this planning horizon should be addressing that particular problem in this
update.

As elected stewards of our community, we are sorely disappointed that once again
MSP is proposed to be expanded increasing the impacts on neighboring
communities and making no attempt to address mitigating noise impacts. We are
quite aware that the FAA’s threshold for significant noise impacts is at noise levels
above 65 DNL. However, this regional community sel its airport noise threshold
at 60DNL in 1998 by action of the Noise Mitigation Committee and subsequently
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by MAC action. The expansion of MSP approved for the 2010 program was predicated on addressing
noise impacts in neighboring communities. Why would this new expansion plan be proposed without
addressing mitigation of noise impacts?

The trend toward addressing airport noise at levels beyond 65 DNL is increasing and is very likely to
change within this planning timeframe. The recent European HYENA studies are being discussed at
FAA’s Aviation Research Roadmap Workshops in terms of issues of annoyance and sleep interference.
The International Standards Organization is likely to adopt a dose/response curve predicting community
annoyance to aircraft noise will show that twice as many people are highly ammoyed than with the Schultz
noige curve. The point at which 12.3 percent of people are highly annoyed (FAA’s current 65 DNL
threshold) would be pushed out to the 55 DNL level.

Quoting from the article in Airport Noise Report, ** The Federal Interagency Committee on Aviation Noise
(FICAN), which FICON evolved into, will be under pressure to adopt the revised ISO standard, which is
voluntary but represents the consensus of world experts, and FAA will be under pressure to recognize the
revision as a significant change ”

As MAC continues to grow the airport and with the likelihood that noise impacts are going to continue to
be a significant annoyance to residents, the L TCP update must address how noise associated with the
expanded airport would be mitigated and include a budget recognizing the costs.

We look forward to your responses as you continue through this process. If you have any questions
regarding our comments, please contact Merland Otto, Principal Planner, at 612-673-2576.

Sincerely,

A

Mayor R.T. Rybak
City of Mimnneapolis

CC: Glen Orcutt, FAA ADO

Peter Bell, Metropolitan Council
Chauncey Case, MC Sr. Aviation Planner
Minneapolis Legislative Delegation
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